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God has
numbered and
named the stars;
He has set them
to reveal His
marvelous plan
of redemption.

given. I According to Psalms 147 the
very names of the stars were chosen by
God; they reveal the significance of
God's revelation.

It is sometimes difficult for us who are
accustomed to having God's revelation

the stars as well as their groupings reveal
aspects of God's plan of redemption.
This information was given to Adam
who taught the patriarchs, and in this
manner it was passed on from genera-
tion to generation throughout the cen-
turies.

In the study of astronomy's relation-
ship to God's Word, we discover that a
knowledge of God and His outline of
redemption existed thousands of years
before the revelation was given in writ-
ten form. In both the positioning of the
stars and in the star names, the revela-
tion of the grand plan of redem ption was

CHAPTER 1
The Bible and Astronomy

here is a divinely designed. system
and order to God's creation. God

nas umbered and named the stars; He
zias - them to reveal His marvelous

0" redemption.
:47:1:

God] t.elkth the number oj the stars; he
" , 101l. all by their names.
In the beginning, when God created

the heavens and the earth and set the
stars in their courses, He affixed specific
names to the stars. The very names of

1. More detailed information on this can be found
in the following sources: Frances Rolleston, Maz-
zaroth; or, The Constellations (1863; new ed., Lon-
don: Rivingtons, 1876); E.W. Bullinger, The
Witness of the Stars (1893; reprint ed., Grand
Rapids: Kregel, 1967); Joseph A. Seiss, The Gospel
in the Stars (1882; new, illus. ed., Grand Rapids:
Kregel, 1972); and Clyde L. Ferguson, The Stars
and the Bible (Hicksville, N. Y.: Exposition Press,
1978).
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If in written form to understand that God
can and does communicate to man in
more ways than just the written Word.
Hebrews 1: 1 states that "God ... at sun-
dry times and in divers manners
spake." One of the "divers manners"
in which God spoke was through the
signs given in the stars. Just as the writ-
ten Word of God declares God's glory
and redemptive plan, so do the heavens.
Psalms 19:1-6:
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the

firmament sheweth his handy work.
Day unto day utteretli speech, and night unto
night shetuetli knowledge.
There is no speech nor language, where their
voice is not heard.
Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world. In them
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run
a race.
His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is
nothing hid from the heat thereof

A study of the words of this psalm
clearly indicates that they denote more
than awe for the Creator. In noting both
the structure and words used, the whole
passage graphically tells of God's revela-
tion placed in the heavens: the stars pro-
phesy, they show knowledge, they tell of
God's glory, and they set forth His pur-
poses.f

God's creation of the heavens and the
earth in their proper order is given in
Genesis 1: 1. His reestablishing of the
heavens and the earth for man, as we
know man, begins with Genesis 1:2.
After God had called light into ex-
istence, He began giving order to all
things in the heavens and in the earth.
Genesis 1:14:
And God said, Let there be lights in thefirma-
ment of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for
seasons, and for days, and years.

Days and years are familiar to
everyone. The "seasons" mentioned in
this verse indicate periods of time, not
just spring, summer, fall, and winter.

The word" signs" in Genesis 1:14 is
of great significance. It comes from the
Hebrew root aoah, meaning "to mark,"
and is used of marking someone signifi-
cant to come. Thus, at the very opening
of the written Word, God declares that
lights in the firmament of the heaven
were 'signs of important things to come.

The record of Genesis 1:14 an-
ticipates the coming of the one who is
explicitly prophesied of in Genesis 3: 15,
the "seed of the woman," our promised
seed.
Genesis 3:15:
And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.

Since the stars declare God's plan of
redemption, it is necessary that the stars
should herald the coming of the wo-
man's seed, the redeemer. But how does
one begin to understand the stars and
their signs and how these reveal God's
plan?

A person must first be aware that the
original names of stars have been prov-
iCIentially preserved down through the
centuries in the Semitic languages. The
ancient names of the stars have mean-
ings which, when properly understood,
make up the foundation of a true
Biblical astronomy. Carefully note at
the outset that <Biblicalastronomy differs
vastly from the counterfeIt "study" of
astronomy known as astrology, which
purports to inter ret celestial events as

ey mfluence men's lives. The original
revelation of the stars' meaning was
God-given, but as the years passed, the
true meaning of the stars' revelation was
corrupted and perverted into astrology.
From such perversions developed many
of the widespread myths of the ancient
and modern world. The stars of heaven
do give God's divine plans when properly
understood, but the distortions and
practices of astrology are idolatrous and
strenuously forbidden in the Scriptures. 3

Biblical astronomy is the true
understanding of the names of the stars
as they depict the corning of the one who
is the Christ. Just as the sun and moon
in their courses mark out the days, months,
and years, likewise the stars and planets
in their courses marked out the signs
concerning God's plan of redemption
which culminated in Jesus Christ, the
seed of the woman, the Messiah, the

3. God's Word specifically forbids astrology and
worship of the heavenly bodies. Isaiah 47:12-14:
"Stand now with thine enchantments, and with
the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast
laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be
able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou
art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let
now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly
prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these
things that shall come upon thee. Behold, they
shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they
shall not deliver themselves from the power of the
flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to
sit before it."

promised seed.
The names of the stars give the detailed

parts of the plan, for the ancient star
names were first given by God. Again,
carefully observe Psalms 147:4.
He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth
them all by their names.

To begin to understand God's
message, the ancient names as well as
the groupings of the stars and planets
need to be studied. The heavens contain
twelve conspicuous groupings of stars.
Throughout the ancient world these
twelve groupings, called "constella-
tions," or "signs of the zodiac," were

Just as the written
Word of God declares
God's glory and
redemptive plan,
so do the heavens.

2. For a more detailed view of this plan see The
r Companion Bible (reprint ed., Grand Rapids:

Zondervan, 1974), pp. 737-738.
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known and respected as depicting eter-
nal truths. To focus in on one of these
constellations and demonstrate its
significance, we can see the record in
Genesis 49 where acob on his deathbed
prop eSle concernin his twelve s
an t eir offspring for generatioDs to
come.' Verses 9 and 10 contain Jacob's
WOrds to his son Judah.
Genesis 49:9 and 10:

Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my
son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he
couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who
shall rouse him up?
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet [Hebrew:
regel], until Shiloh come; and unto him shall
the gathering of the people be.

Jacob by inspiration declares that
Judah is symbolized by the lion. In the
twelve constellations of the zodiac, there
is one sign for the lion and that is Leo.
Here in Genesis 49, Leo, the lion, and
Judah are being identified with each
other. Furthermore, Jacob declares that
, 'the sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his
feet. " In astronomical terms this state-
ment is also significant because of a star
named Regulus, which is the dominant,
brightest star in the constellation of Leo.
The Arabic word for rege! means "foot"

4. For a consideration of Jacob's sons as the
twelve zodiacal signs see Ferguson, The Stars and
the Bible, pp. 13-15.
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and is identical with the Aramaic word
regIa and the Hebrew word regel having
the same meaning. Thus the brightest
star in the constellation of Leo has the
Biblical connotation of the foot, tying in
with the "from between his feet," of
Genesis 49: 10. In this one verse alone,
the lion of Judah, Leo, is intertwined
with a lawgiver coming from between
his feet, represented by the king star,
Regulus.f

Some of the things foretold in the
Book of Genesis gain their full inter-
pretation and meaning in the Book of
Revelation. So it is with the full iden-
tification of the lion with the Messiah
who would descend from Judah, which
is stated explicitly in Revelation 5: 5.
Revelation 5:5:
And one of the elders saith unto me [the Apostle
John, writer of the Book of Revelation],
Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of

Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to
open the book, and to loose the seven seals
thereof [Christ being the Lion of the tribe
of Judah and the Root of David].

" ... The Lion of the tribe of J uda,
the Root of David." Clearly here is the

co clu ive link between Judah, the lion,
d the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, Leo

-cas the specific sign placed in the
.aea -ens to communicate part of God's
re ernpt ive plan from the great-
;:0 dson of Abraham, Judah, through

ealogicalline to the Christ.
Tl '- example of the offspring of

.J being linked to the constellation
LeO - just one of many examples which

5,,~ ancient civilizations recognized Regulus as
e' star, the one and only king star in the

zodiac, See Richard Hinckley Allen, Star Names:
Tr.eir Lore and }vJeaning(1899; new ed., New York:
Dover Publications, 1963).

show the authority of the stars as signs.
The significance of this particular con-
stellation of Leo will be viewed in more
detail later in this study, but it is pointed
out here to demonstrate that celestial
bodies are God-arranged and have
definite God-ordained meanings and
significance,

By way of the stars, God's blueprint
for mankind was known long before it
was put into writing. The detailed
meaning of the revelation of the heavens
may never be fully recaptured in our
day and time, However, by studying an-
cient records, languages, and astro-
nomical terms, and by evaluating them
in light of the written Word, enough
truth can be seen to demonstrate some
of the greatness of God's wonderful
revelation.

CHAPTER 2
Who Were the Wise Men?

To begin our study of the stars on the
specific subject of the coming of the
promised one, we start by looking at the
record of the wise men, star observers,
of Matthew 2. This record tells that wise

men from the East saw a star, ' 'his
star," which prompted them to go to
Jerusalem seeking the king of the Ju-
deans. Interestingly, these men, Gen-
tiles, had a knowledge of God's true
Word as it was revealed in the stars for
they alone were seeking the king of the
J udeans as they alone recognized the
celestial announcement of his birth,

We too can know what the heavens
revealed at the time of the Messiah's
coming. By thoroughly researching
what is stated in the Bible, plus studying
the astronomical evidence, we find how
intricately the Bible and astronomy

mesh with regards to "his star" which
the wise men sought, making the truth
regarding the birth of God's Son within
the reach of those who want to know. 1

What exactly does the Bible record
about the wise men and "his star"?
Matthew 2 contains this information.
Matthew 2:1:
Now when [after] Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men [Greek:
magoi] from the east to Jerusalem.

The Greek word magoi (Aramaic:
mgushe) is poorly translated by the words
"wise men." 11a!{2i is a reference to a
specific religious caste called Magi or
Magians that was promment in ancient
Near Eastern society, especially in Per-
sia. Virtually nothing is popularly

JUiOwn about them today. Who were
these people? Why were they knowl-
edgeable of the birth of the J udean king?
As far as we know, at the t'ime of
Christ's birth no one in Israel was aware
of their king's birth through observation
of the stars; it was only the Magi of the
East who came to know of this event by
reading th.e"astronomical message.

At the very opening
of the written Word,
God declares that
lights in the firma-
ment of the heaven
were signs of
important things
to come.

Ancient records indicate that the
earliest Magi lived in Media and Persia
as a religious caste before the time of
Zoroaster (ca. 600 B.C.), the founder
and prophet of the Zoroastrian religion.
Prior to Zoroaster, the Magi religion is
thought to have been a type of nature
worship .

1. Many scholars' works have contributed
valuable insight into this field from historical and
astronomical points of view. Many possibilities
and new information have been brought to light
by Ernest L. Martin in The Birth of Christ
Recalculated, 2d ed. (Pasadena: Foundation for
Biblical Research, 1980). His study and sugges-
tions have been most helpful in our research.
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When Zoroastrianism became promi-
nent in Persia, many Magi adopted it as
their own and became the priesthood of
that religion. Following the death of
Zoroaster the Magi splintered into two
major sects: (1) those who continued
following the religion of Zoroaster, and
(2) those who returned to the ancient
forms of nature worshif' especially em-
phasizing sun worship.

Magi approachBethlehem-6:30 A.M., December,2 B. C.

During the first century after the birth
of Christ, there was a great influx of the
Magian sect into the Roman Empire.
These Magi were not those loyal to
Zoroastrianism; rather, they were those
who had further developed their pagan
forms of sun worship, magical arts,
astrology, and sorcery. From them we
derive the terms "magic" and "magi-
cian." The influence of this sect of the
Magi, the sun worshippers, on religious
practices in the Roman Empire still re-
mains in our culture.

Since the Eastern Magi remained
faithful to the teachings of Zoroaster, it
is significant to note several parallels
between Zoroaster's teachings and those
of the Old Testament. 3 Zoroastrians
believed in one supreme God who
created the heavens and the earth, who

2. James Hope Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism
(1913; reprint ed., Amsterdam: Philo Press,
1972), p. 226; and Moulton, The Treasure of the
Magi (London: Oxford University Press, 1917), p.
64. See also George Rawlinson, The Sixth Great
Oriental Monarchy (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.,
1872), pp. 365, 400.
3. These similarities are noted in detail by Peter
M. Bernegger in "The Star of Bethlehem-Part I:
The \ Biblical Record," The Way Magazine,
November/December 1978, pp. 6-10. See also
Samuel K. Nweeya, Persia: The Land of the Magi,
5th ed. rev. (Philadelphia: John C. Winston,

~ 1913), pp. 249-259.
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authored all that is good. They also princes, because an excellent spmt was
believed in a spiritual adversary who in him" (Daniel 6:3). Daniel was again
authored evil. They believed in a coming set over the Magi, and therefore could
redeemer, a prophet who would be sent fully instruct them in the accurate
by God to save mankind. They strictly knowledge of Biblical prophecy written
forbade the worship of idols. They in the stars.
believed in angels and in devil spirits Thus, the Judeans in the courts of
and the eventual triumph of good over Nebuchadnezzar and Darius passed on
evil. They set forth a system of laws and their knowledge of the spiritual signif-
ethics stressing a strict code of moral icance of the constellations to the Magi
behavior. who preserved it and hence were aware

It is therefore important to remember of the promise of the birth of the J udean
that the Magi of Matthew 2:1 are said to king. Suetonius, the Roman historian,
be "from the east." They were men mentions that an expectation of a power-
reputed for their knowledge of religion, ful man who would come forth from
astronomy, and the spiritual signifi- Judea was commonly held: "a firm
cance of astronomical phenorrien a.S belief had long prevailed through the
How did these Magi happen to ac- East that it was destined for the Empire
curately understand much of the true of the world at that time to be given to
meaning of the stars? The Book of someone who should go forth from
Daniel records that J udeans during the J udaea.,,5
Babylonian captivity, five hundred Of course, certain major questions
years before the birth of Christ, wielded arise. What was the star the Mag-i of
great influence in the royal courts where '-.~.ew 2:1 and 2 sa~? Ji?w did they
the Magi served. For example, Daniel,' ~w that this specific sign was "his
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego all star"? What was the result of the Magi's
held high offices in the kingdom of ~ey to Terusalew? We must look
Babylon. Daniel was made "master of 'again at Matthew 2 as our source of in-
the magicians [Magi], astrologers, Chal- formation for answering these important
deans, and soothsayers," according to questions, ._..
Daniel 5: 11. Judean teaching on the ce- ~w 2.fand D
lestial message in the stars was atten- Now when [after] Jesus was born in
tively listened to in this Babylonian Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
society which set much importance on king, behold, there came wise men from the east
celestial motions. That this society ex- lEastern Magi] to Jerusalem,
celled in astronomy and astrology can be Saying, Where is he that is born King oj the
seen in how the terms "Babylonian" or Jews [judeansj'? Jar we have seen his. star in
"Chaldean" have been long synony- the east, and are come to worship him:
mous with diviners and observers of In verse 2 the Greek words translated
the stars. "in the east" are en te anatole, literally

The truth concerning "his star" m~aning" in the rising." 7 This phrase
became accessible knowledge to the refers to the rising of a star shortly
Magi when the Persians took over the before sunrise-;-called in astronomy the
Babylonian Empire (Daniel 5:31). As Continued on page 32
recorded in Daniel 6, Daniel, at the time
of the takeover, retained the high posi-
tion he had held under Babylonian rule.
He "was preferred above the presidents
and [the one hundred and twenty]

4. McCasland speaks of Philo's distinction be-
tween the respected Magi who were reputable for
their genuine knowledge in the natural and
spiritual realms, and those Magi who were, as
Philo termed them, "counterfeit" practitioners of
magic. See The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962), s.v. "Magi,"
by S.V. McCasland. Moulton's Early Zoroastrian-
ism (p. 226) and his Treasure of the Magi (p. 64)
recognize the two groups, and state that those
loyal to Zoroaster remained in Persia. In the
Peshitta Old Testament, the same Aramaic word
for "wise men," mgushe, found in Matthew 2:2 oc-
curs, translated in the King James Version as
'( sorcerers" in Daniel 2: 2, and as "soothsayers"
in 5:7.

5. Suetonius Vespasian 4.
6. The word "Jew" and its variations as used in
the King James Version should always be
understood as meaning "Judean." The word
"Jew" came into vernacular usage relatively late.
It is first included in an English Bible in its present
form of "Jew" in the eighteenth century. The text
reads "J udean" and in our research work we
prefer what the text says. For further information
see Victor Paul Wierwille, "Jew and Judean,"
Jesus Christ Our Passover (New Knoxville, Ohio:
American Christian Press, 1980), Appendix 3, pp.
435-440.
7. The word anatoleis in the singular form, mean-
ing "rising." In this form it is often used in
reference to the rising of the sun or a star. In its
plural form, anatolon, it means "risings" and
refers to the direction the sun repeatedly rises day
after day. Thus, in the plural form it should be
rendered "east" as in Matthew 2: I, whereas the
singular form in Matthew 2:2 is best translated
literally as "rising."
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heliacal rising of a star. 8 Since Matthew
2:2 says a "star," the Magi must have
been referring to the rising of a star in
the eastern sky, a star that arose shortly
before dawn, which was visible until
obscured by the brilliance of the sun.

We must realize that in ancient times
all' astronomical bodies exce t the sun
an moon were called "stars ,"-.in;;
cludmg what we know as planets. The
Greek and Hebrew words for "star" are
used of any luminous, nont'eIT"estrial
body. Even today, popular modern
~ refers to celestial bodies as
"stars." In this study the general term
"stars" will likewise be used unless a
specific celestial body is being referred to.

The Magi had seen a celestial body in
its heliacal rising above the eastern
horizon. And, it was not just any star ~Magi in their homeland. They saw it
that arose; it was a star that signaled to "in the rising," above the eastern
them the birth of the Judean king. They horizon. The second recorded appear-
said it was "his star" who was "born ance in the Bible was when the Jvfagi left
King of the Judeans." Jerusalem for Bethlehem. On this see-

The Scriptures specifically record one -ond occasion the star a - eared m a
other time the wise men saw this same star sout er y IrectlOn rom erusalem. The
after having seen "his star" in the rising. s ar ':X-ent e ore them" and finally
Matthew 2:9: "stood over" Bethlehem, the place
When they had heard the king, they departed; where the young chdd was.
and, 10, the star, which they saw in the east Using the information given in these
[in the rising], went before them, till it came two verses of Matthew 2, many pro-
and stood over where the young child was. posals have been set forth as to the iden-

God's Word clearly records two dis- tity of "his star." We want to consider
tinct appearances of the same star, one these proposals carefully. But before do-

ing so, several popular misconceptions
must be corrected,

Most people believe that the star seen
by the Magi was exceptionally bright.

8. Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott,
cornps., A Greek-English Lexicon, rev. Henry Stuart
Jones, 9th ed. (1843; Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1940), p. 123.

Continued from page 8

in Matthew 2:2 and one in Matthew
2: 9. The word "~ in both verses is
the Greek wo'r d anatole. properly
translated ',~."

TheJ!rst recorded appearance of this
star in the Bible was observed by the

By -way of the stars,
God's blueprint for
mankind was known
long before it was
put into writing.

Because they didn't act on the doctrine, they
failed to see God's grace and their righ-
teousness. They became sin-conscious and
equated poverty with self-righteousness.

In the gift of His only begotten Son, God
has opened the treasure chest of His heart
and poured out the riches of His glory to
each of His children. Now we are rich. We
have more than enough to give. It's like
your father giving you money on his birth-
day so you can buy him a present.
II Corinthians 9: 6-11:
But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bounti-
fully shall reap also bountifully.
Every. man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so IH him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:

for God loveth a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound
[perisseuo] toward you; that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may abound

loaves, and two
Walking by

failed to. reco.g~available. Thu
abundance (see
Christ knew hi"
the Source-hiJ
Matthew 14:18 ~
He said, Bring tf,
And he commandl
the grass, 'and to01

fishes, and lookin
brake, and gave t
disciples to the m

Jesus Christ
at the need, th
himself. He ga
disciples (the h
first.
Matthew 14:20
And they did all
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However, God's Word indicates that
only the Magi took special note of it. Its
brilliance is never mentioned, only its
significance. Whatever the star was, it
was important for its meaning, not its
brightness.

Another popular misconception is
that, after first seeing the star, the Magi
immediately followed the star from their
eastern homeland to Jerusalem. This is
not so. Tradition depicts the Magi arriving
in Bethlehem on the night of Christ's
birth, finding the newborn "Christ
child" in the manger while the
shepherds stood by. Yet God's Word
clearly demonstrates that the .Magi ar-
rived in Bethlehem over a ear and three
mont s after esus' birth. In Matthew

: -11 the Magi found a "young child,"
in Greek paidion and in Aram<jtictalpa.
These words do not deSIgnate a newborn
babe. According to Luke 2:16, the
shepherds found a newly delivered babe
(Greek: brephos; -Aramaic ula). The
MagI found a child in a house, not in a
stable. No shepherds are mentioned as
being present.

In researching and identifying "his
star," we must do away with all our
previous misconceptions and base this
study on concrete information and
evidence from the Bible, history, and
astronomy, not on popular artwork,
myths, and conjectures. [~

THY WORD
IS A LAMP ..
Continued from page 16

As you have held forth this light of the
Word so graciously to us and to
thousands of our generation by your
teaching the accuracy of His Word, we
will hold this light forth to our families
for the coming generations. Even as
these lamps differ in design and shape,
so do each of us. God has made each of
us unique in our makeup and per-
sonalities, but we are united in that light
of the Word that burns within and sheds
forth from our lamps. It is the light of
God's Word that was lit from your life
and from your stand.

In this fortieth year of the ministering
of God's rightly-divided Word and upon
this occasion of our family being united
from all over the nation (except for Amy
who is still in Jerusalem), we want to
lovingly present this lamp to you as an
expression of our love and gratitude for
your faithfulness and leadership in
holding high the light of the world. [~


